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ELLIOTT, MR ROSS MEWBURN - CONDOLENCE MOTION 
MR COURT (Nedlands - Premier) [2.02 pm]:  I move - 

That this House records its sincere regret at the death of Ross Mewburn Elliott and tenders its deep 
sympathy to his family.   

Ross Elliott was born in Perth on 12 February 1929, the son of Colin Geoffrey Elliott, accountant and hotel 
keeper, and Veronica Mewburn.  He was educated at various primary schools and at Hale School, Perth before 
being employed with Elder Smith and Co in 1945.  From 1946 to 1948, Ross worked in a family business and 
stock agency in Waroona; from 1949 to 1950 with Hardy Trading Ltd in Perth; in 1951 as a proof reader for The 
Sydney Morning Herald;and from 1952 to 1956, as a proprietor of a sports goods store in Bunbury.  He then 
joined the South Western Times in Bunbury in 1956, and from 1959 to 1965, he was on the editorial department 
of the daily news and TVW7.  

Ross Elliott joined the Liberal Party in 1948 and was a member of various branches for over 30 years.  He 
contested the seat of Canning for the Liberal Party at the 1965 election when it was a sprawling, fast-growing 
district stretching from Brentwood to the eastern side of the City of Gosnells.  Ross Elliott won the seat of 
Canning from Mr Don May by 146 votes.  Three years later, after an unfavourable redistribution for him, he was 
defeated by Mr Tom Bateman by a similar narrow margin of 119 votes.  It can be said that Ross Elliott was an 
energetic and popular representative whose hard work could not prevail against the political tide in the 1968 
election, but who nevertheless put up a strong fight in a tough seat.  

Following his term in Parliament Ross Elliott successfully ran his own public relations company, managed the 
Golden West Network for a time, was Managing Director of Provincial Publications WA, and edited the 
Mandurah Telegraph.  As a journalist Ross Elliott covered many major news and sporting events including the 
Dwellingup fires, the Meckering earthquake and the 1962 Commonwealth Games.   

One of Ross Elliott's major interests in life was football and this saw him at one time being the chief football 
writer for the Daily News and hosting Channel 7's Sport on Sunday.  He was involved with the Sandover Medal 
in the early days when the votes were counted by hand.  In addition, Ross also founded The Football Register, 
which I understand has been published virtually continuously since 1964. 

On behalf of all members of this House, I extend our deepest sympathy to Ross Elliott's family and friends. 

DR GALLOP (Victoria Park - Leader of the Opposition) [2.05 pm]:  On behalf of the State Opposition, I join in 
recording this Parliament's sincere regret on the death of Ross Mewburn Elliott, who passed away on 29 March. 
He was, as the Premier said, the member for Canning from February 1965 to March 1968.  During his time in 
Parliament Ross Elliott represented the Western Australian branch of the Commonwealth Parliamentary 
Association at its ninth Australian conference in Darwin.  It is interesting to note that on his return from Darwin 
he spoke enthusiastically in Parliament on the importance of developing trade and tourism ties specifically with 
Timor and more generally with Indonesia. 
Prior to becoming a member of Parliament, Ross Elliott was a well-known and well- respected journalist, having 
worked with the Bunbury South Western Times, the Daily News, and with TVW7 from 1959 to 1965.  After the 
1968 State election, Ross Elliott continued working in regional journalism and public relations.  We all 
remember The Football Register, which came out every year.  Throughout his whole career he made a special 
contribution to sports journalism, as a football writer and as host of Channel 7's Sport on Sunday program, and 
he remained particularly supportive of country football. 
Our deepest sympathy is extended to Ross Elliott's family. 
MR COWAN (Merredin - Deputy Premier) [2.07 pm]:  On behalf of the National Party I join in this condolence 
motion to the Elliott family.  Ross Elliott won a seat that in the 1960s was the litmus test for elections.  It was 
perhaps one of the most hotly contested seats in the Parliament at the time.  I recall a number of people who had 
represented the seat of Canning saying that it was a seat that had been represented by more members than any 
other because the person elected invariably managed to serve only one term.  Unfortunately for this Parliament 
Ross Elliott was one of those persons who served only one term.  He was well known to every member of the 
Parliament through his contribution to sport and sports journalism.  I can only endorse the comments that have 
been made by the Premier and the Leader of the Opposition with respect to his contribution to sport, particularly 
football in Western Australia, and to sports journalism.  Although his parliamentary career may not be all that 
well remembered, his career in and contribution to sport and sports journalism in the State will be remembered 
for a long time. 

MR NICHOLLS (Mandurah) [2.08 pm]:  I offer my condolences to Ross Elliott's family.  Ross Elliott was a 
person whom I came to know once I was elected to Parliament; I did not have the opportunity to know him in his 
profession as a commentator of football, or as a journalist with the Daily News or in the other activities that he 
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undertook.  I did have the opportunity with him to play a role in something that I believe will become a very 
productive and a positive attribute of the Peel region, and that is the creation of the Peel football league.  
Members may not know, and in fact most people in Mandurah do not know, that Ross Elliott contacted me and 
arranged to have a drink to discuss what was needed for football in the Mandurah area.  At that stage the Murray 
football league was falling apart and, unfortunately, the opportunity for young people in Mandurah to play 
community football seemed to be fast disappearing.  As a result of our discussion, Ross Elliott put forward the 
notion that a Peel football league be created to encompass the towns surrounding the Mandurah area, in what he 
described as good country football tradition.  I agreed to help with his proposal and, after soliciting the support 
of the then president of the Murray league, Peter Lamb, we decided to put that concept to the local Mandurah 
football club.  That concept was rejected the first time it was put forward because, among other things, it was 
seen as a backward step for the Mandurah football club and some of the other clubs.  However, like all good 
ideas, it stood the test of time, and when it was again floated 18 months later, we saw the birth of the Peel 
football league.  Peel Thunder is now established, and the Peel league provides what I consider to be a very 
positive football competition. 

It is worth placing on the public record that a man who I consider to be totally possessed by football, whose love 
of football went well beyond that of others, through his own experience and endeavours was able to put together 
the concept and encourage people to support him to the point where it has now become a reality.  I would like to 
think that the Peel football league in the future will find a fitting way to recognise the person who effectively 
was the father of the Peel football league.  I hope that for many years to come he will be remembered for his 
positive contribution to the local community. 

Ross Elliott leaves two sons and two daughters.  He led a robust life, took on many challenges and was involved 
in many activities.  However, I will remember Ross Elliott simply as a person who always had a smile, no matter 
how bad things were and no matter what the situation.  He always had the capacity to smile and always had a 
humorous word.  If people can follow his example, life will be better for them.  I offer my condolences to his 
family on behalf of the members of this House. 

MR MARSHALL (Dawesville - Parliamentary Secretary) [2.13 pm]:  I have known Ross Elliott for many 
years.  We played football together in the mid 1950s, and when he became a football journalist - he excelled at 
football - I was writing for the Daily News as a tennis columnist.  We had many outings together discussing 
sport.  Following that, when TVW7 began its sports panel program, he was allocated the job of chairman of what 
we thought at the time was a highly professional group of television entertainers.  Looking back, I think he was 
the only professional among us.  Because of the highjacking and backchat that went on, a very strong person 
who knew his sport was needed to keep control of that group.  That was the part played by Ross Elliott in the 
creation of televised football programs.  Of course, televised football is now the highest rated program in 
Western Australia. 

Ross Elliott wrote with great accuracy as a sports journalist, and many times I have been with him in the 
company of Geoff Christian.  They both seemed to have photographic memories about the history of sport, and it 
was always a challenge to see who remembered events most accurately.  In later years as a newspaper columnist 
for the community newspapers in the Mandurah area, he was an exciting writer who had the ability to twist a 
story and to invite discussion.  I have never known him to lose a debate at the bar.  

He moved to Mandurah 10 years ago and certainly made an impression on that community.  He has been 
generous with his time.  As the member for Mandurah said, he was highly interested in football and he worked 
on the steering committee that established Peel Thunder.  When we consider again the history-making area in 
which he was involved, Peel Thunder was the first country side to join what was then the Western Australian 
Football League and is now Westar Rules.  His knowledge of football on that occasion helped Peel Thunder to 
get the licence.  We had a panel of eight people, of whom Haydn Bunton, Harold Harper, Ross Elliott and I as 
chairman knew football and could go to WAFL and present the case that got Peel Thunder the licence, and Ross 
Elliott was the person who had the professionalism on our committee.  

Ross was highly respected in our area.  He was one of the major journalists to cover the Dwellingup fire.  He 
gave that footage to the Dwellingup museum, and it has been seen by many people.  Ross will be sadly missed 
not only for his wry smile and general wit but also for his annual gathering of all the league footballers in the 
Peel area, who get together once a year at Dickie Walker's Boathouse Tavern, where we all have a good laugh. 

Question passed, members standing. 
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